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retold with so much confidence and fluency among the political adveisaries of those who have the misfortune to be then successful rivals The absuidity of a calumny may be as evident as the absuidity of a miracle, the giound foi belief may be no rnoie than a lightness of mind, and a less pardonable wish that it may be true But the idle tale floats in society, and by and by is written down in books and passes into the legion of established realities
The tendency to idolize gieat men and the tendency to depieciate them arises alike in emotion , but the slandeis of diapaiagement are as truly legends as the wondei-tales of saints andwamois, and anecdotes related of Caesar at patucian dmner-paities at Rome as little deserve attention as the information so freely given upon the habits of modem statesmen in the salons of London and Paris They <ue lead now by us m classic Latin, but they weie lecoided by men who hated Ctesar and hated all that he had clone, and that a poem has survived for two thousand years is no evidence that the authoi of it, even though he might be a Catullus, was uninfluenced by the common passions of humanity
Csssar, it la allowed, had extiaordmary talents, extraordinary energy, and some commendable qualities; but he was, as the elder Cuno said, " omnium mulie-rum vir et omnium vuoium mulier," he had mia-ti esses in every countiy which he visited, and he had liaisons with half the ladies m Rome That Ceesai's morality was altogether supenor to that of the avei-age of his contempoianes is in a high degiee improbable He was a man of the woild, peculiarly atti active to women, and likely to have been attracted by them On the othei hand, the undiscrimmatmg